[F] Let us derive the position of rabbis from the view of R. Eliezer b. 
Jacob. 


[G] Just as R. Eliezer b. Jacob has said, “When the trees are far apart, 
it is forbidden to water the field but permitted to lead water from 
one tree to another” [M. 1:3A], so rabbis maintain that when the 
trees are far apart, it is forbidden to water the field but permitted to 
lead water from one tree to another. 


[H] But have we not reasoned that in the case in which the trees are far 
apart, all parties concur that it is forbidden? And since we deal 
with white soil [on which there are no trees], is this not a case in 
which the trees are far apart? 


[I] But a better answer is to make a distinction between the rule 
prevailing in the case of the Sabbatical Year [in which case the 
work will be permitted], and that prevailing in the case of the 
intermediate days of the festival [in which case it will be 
forbidden]. 


[J] What is the difference between the Sabbatical Year and the 
intermediate days of a festival? 


[K] In the case of the Sabbatical Year, since it is permitted to work, 
sages have permitted labor, whether it is burdensome or it is 
not burdensome. But as to the intermediate days of a festival, 
since it is not permitted to work, sages have permitted only 
labor in connection with what will perish, and that is on 
condition that it is not burdensome labor. 


[L] There is he who proposed to derive the difference on the 
basis of the following consideration: 


[M] In the Sabbatical Year, since it goes on for a long time, 
they have permitted the matter. In the intermediate days of 
a festival, since it is for only a brief time, they have 
forbidden [heavy labor]. 


[N] As to those last seven days of the Sabbatical Year, is it not 
reasonable to treat them as equivalent to the seven days of a 
festival and to forbid [onerous labor on them]? 


[O] There is the following teaching [in support of the 
distinction proposed above]: They water white soil in 
the Seventh Year but not in the intermediate days of the 
festival. 


